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1st Prize
$25 Target Gift Card
— Phavouamhli V.

2nd Prize
$15 Target Gift Card
— Natalie Z..

3rd Prize
$10 Target Gift Card
— Brooklyn L.
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Ely Winter Festival
Ely, MN
February 2-12, 2017: 
10 days of  free winter 
fun! Snow Sculpting 
Symposium, Kubb 
Tournament, ice fishing, 
snowshoeing and skiing 
events, Ely Art Walk, fat 
tire bike ride, outdoor gear 
demos, music, arts and 
much much more.
elywinterfestival.com

• Although no one knows for sure the exact origin of  Valentine’s Day it is believed that it started in the 
Roman Empire around 270AD under the ruling of  Claudius II.

• During time of  war Claudius did not want men to get married because he believed it made them 
weak.

• It is said that Bishop Valentine would perform secret wedding ceremonies so men could marry their 
sweethearts.

• Bishop Valentine got in big trouble for performing marriage ceremonies and was sent to jail.
• While in jail Bishop Valentine wrote a love letter to the jailer’s daughter and signed “from your 

Valentine.”
• King Henry VII of  England declared St. Valentine’s Day a holiday in 1537.
• During the Middle Ages men and women would pick names out of  a bowl and the person’s name 

they drew would be considered their Valentine. They would wear that person’s name on their sleeve 
for a week. This is where the saying wear your heart on your sleeve comes from.

• The oldest known Valentine’s Day card is on display at the British Museum in London. It dates back 
to the 1400’s.

• Over 1 billion Valentine’s Day cards are sent worldwide every year.
Source: kidsplayandcreate.com

Congrats Chase G., age 
8, from Prior Lake! He was 
the winner of our Holiday 
Card Coloring Contest. 
Thank you to everyone 
who sent in a drawing  — 
we had many wonderful 
entries!

Cover art by youth member, Chase G. Cover art by youth member, Chase G. 

Crayon Hearts
Source: marthastwewart.com

MATERIALS
Waxed paper
Wax crayons
Handheld pencil sharpener
Kraft paper
Iron
Pencil
Scissors
Silk thread
DIRECTIONS

Begin with a 12-by-16-inch sheet of  waxed paper. 
Fold it in half  along its length; unfold. Deposit 
wax-crayon shavings (made with a handheld pencil 
sharpener) evenly but not thickly across one half  of  
the paper. Fold the clean half  of  the paper over the 
shavings. Crimp the three open edges with a 1/2-
inch fold to hold the shavings.

Protect your ironing surface with kraft paper. Place 
the waxed paper on the kraft paper, and cover it with 
another sheet of  kraft paper. Iron lightly on medium 
heat, checking after every few passes. Stop when all 
the shavings have melted; let cool.
Next, trace and cut out hearts of  various sizes. String 
each heart with a silk thread for hanging.



Red Fox
INGREDIENTS
 1 (15 ounce) package refrigerated pie crusts
  1/4 cup strawberry jam, divided
  2 cups confectioners’ sugar
  2 tablespoons milk
  1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
  1 tablespoon decorating sugar, or as needed

DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 425° 
Line baking sheets with parchment paper.
Unroll the pie crusts, place on a lightly floured work surface, and roll 
the crusts slightly with a rolling pin to square the edges. Cut each 
crust into 8 equal-sized rectangles. Place about 2 tsp of  strawberry 
jam in the center of  8 squares, and spread the jam out to within 
1/4 inch of  the edge of  the pastry square. Top each with another 
pastry square, and use a fork to crimp the squares together, sealing in 
the jam. Use a knife to trim the pastries, if  desired. Move the filled 
pastries to the prepared baking sheets.
Bake in the preheated oven until the edges are lightly golden brown, 
about 7 minutes. Allow to cool on the baking sheets. Meanwhile, stir 
together the confectioners’ sugar, milk and vanilla extract in a bowl to 
make a spreadable frosting. Spread the cooled tarts with frosting and 
sprinkle with colored sugar.

Favorite Recipe: Homemade 
Pastry Tarts

“Everyone has inside them a piece of good news. The good news is you don’t know how great you can be! 
How much you can love! What you can accomplish! And what your potential is.” ANNE FRANK

LOL Jokes
Q: Where do cows go on Saturday nights?
A: To the MOOO-vies!

Q: What do you get when you cross a parrot with a centipede?
A: A walkie talkie!

Q: What is the strongest animal?
A: A snail. He carries his house on his back!

Q: What’s black and white, black and white, and black and white?
A: A panda bear rolling down a hill!

Q: How do oysters call their friends?
A: On shell phones!

The red fox is common 
across Minnesota, even 
in the Twin Cities and 
suburbs. This reddish-
colored animal is a 
cousin to the dog. Foxes 
live in ground dens 
or brush piles and are 
particularly active at 
night.

The average size of  an 
adult fox is 15 to 16 
inches tall at the shoulder. It is about 3 feet in length, 
with a 13-inch tail. They can weigh between 8 and 15 
pounds.

Red fox tend to be solitary animals, and always hunt 
alone. The fox may be active day and night but appears 
to hunt most during twilight and evening. 

Red foxes live throughout Minnesota in many types of 
habitat, ranging from mature forest to open fields. They 
range over about two square miles, depending on how 
far they need to travel to find food.

The red fox runs 30 mph, and can leap 15 feet in a 
single bound-farther than a kangaroo. It is one of the 
few predators that store food items for future use.

Source: dnr.state.mn.us
Source: allrecipes.com


