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If your financial life is confined to boxes, file cabinets and various piles of statements and receipts that only 
you can navigate, it might be time for a little spring de-cluttering. If you’re thinking about resetting your 
recordkeeping, here are some steps to get started.

CLEAN DESK, CLEAN FINANCES
Spring Cleaning Your Money ManagementBOAT •  JET SKI •  ATV

LOANS

Secure a 
LOW PAYMENT

*APR is Annual Percentage Rate. Rates 
effective 4/15/16 and subject to change without 
notice. Boat loan rate quoted for model year 
2013 or newer and minimum amount financed 
must be $10,000. Rates include a .25% 
discount for Automatic Payments. Rates vary 
based on age of collateral, credit history and 
length of loan. Loans subject to credit approval. 
Other terms and conditions may apply. 
Qualifications apply.

By Jason Alderman

Tackle financial goals first.
Before tackling the job of reorganizing your financial 
recordkeeping, think through your current financial 
objectives and what changes might give you better 
data and efficiency to achieve them. You might want 
a system that tracks spending, saving, budgeting 
and on-time debt payments. If you already have 
that system in place, you might want more detailed 
information on retirement or your child’s college 
fund. Consider involving your financial and tax 
advisors in the discussion and see what suggestions 
they have. 

Create a system for loved ones and financial 
professionals to help in an emergency.
If something were to happen to you, could a loved 
one easily navigate your finances? When organizing, 
always keep your spouse, children and/or executor 
in mind. Consider creating an ICE file, short for “In 
Case of Emergency,” and let your representatives see 
it in advance. On paper or on a computer document 
or spreadsheet, your ICE file should be a handy 
guide or index to find the following quickly: 
• Contact information for doctors, financial and tax 

advisors
• Locations for all estate documents including your 

will, your health and financial powers of attorney 
and any letters of instruction you have written to 
accompany these documents

• All ownership documents for real estate, autos 
and other major assets 

• Usernames and passwords for Internet-
accessible financial accounts as well as personal 
websites and social media (to update or remove 
information)

• Contact information and statement access 
for all savings, investment and debt accounts, 
particularly joint accounts that will be used to pay 
bills 

• An up-to-date list of monthly bills 
• All insurance information including health, home, 

auto, disability and business policies 

Know the documents you need to keep or shred. 
Keep: 
All tax-related documents for up to seven years, 
including annual tax returns; statements that show a 
gain or a sale of a security or the purchase or sale of 
a major asset like real estate; mortgage documents, 
vehicle titles and insurance policies; multiple copies 
of birth and death certificates; marriage licenses and 
divorce decrees; deeds and title documents. 
Shred: 
With identity theft on the rise, it is generally better 
to shred financial documents before they go in the 
garbage. After recording all transactions, immediately 
shred the store and ATM receipts and credit card 
statements. After a year, shred monthly bank account 
statements unless you or a family member are close 
to qualifying for state Medicaid benefits. States 
generally require applicants to save bank and 
investment statements for anywhere from three to five 
years to qualify. 

Estate documents and directives generally should be 
kept in their original paper form in a safe, accessible 
place with copies as advised. Other documents can 
be digitally scanned for printout as needed. Many 
all-in-one printers have a document-scanning feature 
and today, there are scanning apps available for 
smartphones as well. 

Finally, no matter how you revise your recordkeeping, 
create a backup system. If you are wedded to paper 
documents, consider keeping copies at a secure 
offsite location or with a trusted friend or relative. 
If you’ve gone digital, external hard drives or cloud 
storage are possibilities. Above all, protect all 
password information and regularly check your credit 
reports throughout the year to monitor potential 
information breaches.

Bottom line: Build a financial recordkeeping system 
that not only saves you time and money but helps 
you reach financial goals faster. 

Source: practicalmoneyskills.com
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OUT & ABOUT
April 1 2016—Hiway’s Hunt for the Gold Puck has officially 
come to an end. Treasure seekers, Steve Worthman & Rob Brass 
successfully solved our clues and located the Hiway Gold Puck in 
Crosby Farm Regional Park! These two lucky guys received a check 
for $5,831—the value of the weight of the puck in gold.

Hundreds of you joined in on the hunt. It was a treasure to see all 
of you come out and participate. We look forward to seeing you all 
at the next Hiway hunt!

How close were you to deciphering our clues? 
Visit hiway.org/goldpuck to see each clue’s explanation. 

Protection for you and your purchases.
Your Hiway MasterCard® can give you added
peace of mind. Best of all, these benefits are 
included with your card.

MasterCard ID Theft ProtectionTM

This benefit comes at no extra cost to help detect and resolve 
Identity Theft. To bring you this benefit, MasterCard has partnered 
with CSID®, an industry leader in identity protection and fraud 
detection. This includes*:

• Expert assistance 24/7, by calling 1-800-MASTERCARD

• Emergency lost wallet replacement

• ID Theft Alerts – register for advance alerts for early detection; register at 

  mastercard.us/idtheftprotection

Zero Liability Protection*
Use your card anywhere – on the phone, online, and in stores – with 
confidence, knowing you’re protected. Your MasterCard comes with 
Zero Liability, so you’re not liable for unauthorized purchases.
To learn more about these valuable card benefits, please call 
1-800-MASTERCARD or visit mastercard.us/idtheftprotection.

*These are summary descriptions only. Additional terms, conditions and exclusions apply. 
Contact your issuing financial institution for complete coverage terms and conditions or call 
1-800-MASTERCARD. Applicable to U.S. Cardholders only.

CSID is a registered trademark of CSIdentity Corporation. MasterCard, the MasterCard Brand Mark 
and Priceless are registered trademarks and MasterCard ID Theft Protection is a trademark of 
MasterCard International Incorporated.
©2015 MasterCard.

Presenting the $5,831 check to Steve and Rob. From left to right: Deb Rogers, Hiway Marketing Manager, 
Chris Olsen, Hiway SVP of Lending, Steve Worthman, Rob Brass, Matt Majka, MN Wild COO, Wes Walz, 
Minnesota Wild legend and sports analyst for Fox Sports North.

YOUR PEACE OF MIND: PRICELESS®
The convenience you want with the security you expect

Does your dream translate into a loan that’s larger than the 
conventional loan limit? With Hiway, you can dare to dream big 
with our fixed rate Jumbo Loan options. Let us finance the house of 
your dreams and make it a reality. 

Apply or refinance by JUNE 30, 2016 and close within 

90 days, and we’ll reduce your origination fee to 1/2%.* The 

origination fee is typically 1% of your loan amount. 

DREAM BIG WITH A JUMBO LOAN
Mortgage financing up to $1,500,000

*Offer valid on Conforming Jumbo Mortgage Loan applications for purchases or refinance between 
4/22/16 and 6/30/16 and closed within 90 days of application. Our Loan Origination Fee listed on 
page 2 of the Loan Estimate will be reduced from 1% to 1/2% of your loan amount. All other fees will 
apply including third party fees. Loans subject to credit approval. This offer not valid for home equity 
loans. Qualifications apply. Mortgage loans available in the U.S. except for AK, CA, HI, NY or TX.


